INTRODUCTION
endocrine regulatory system which is concerned with water balance. Receptors, probably located in the path of the internal carotid artery, monitor osmolarity of the extracellular fluid and modify water excretion through the mediation of the antidiuretic hormone. Volume receptors, perhaps located in the atria of the heart, also modulate the rate of elaboration of ADH. Finally, premonitory stimuli acting upon a variety of sensory receptors may exert important influences upon water excretion by exciting release of ADH. Similar patterns of organization apply to al-The regulatory systemn for the secretion of cortisol. dosterone (fig. 3 ), and to cortisol ( fig. 4 ). Of some interest are the striking similarities in general organizational pattern which exist, on the one hand, among these neuroendocrinecontrolling mechanisms themselves and, on the other, to neurovisceral-controlling mechanisms, which modify, for example, blood pressure and respiration.
Perhaps this introduction will give sonme perspective for this afternoon's session during which we are to hear about recent advances in certain areas of the complex neuroendocrine systems which I have just outlined.
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